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Todd Pacific Shipyard

NEW MEMBERS

Dave Dykema

Jesse Oliver
Maura Mattson

Doug York    

Guy Stitt received accolades as 

our council president for 2008 at our 

recent Installation Dinner on January 

16.  He thanked the members and the 

business community for their con-

tinued support and for making the 

Council the largest in the Northwest. 

Our Council is one of  the top Coun-

cils out of  over 230 councils world-

wide.   We have set new records in 

membership and community affili-

ates this last year.  We raised the funds 

and landed the Lone Sailor Statue on 

the Bremerton Marina Breakwater.

Almost 100 people attended the 

affair held at the Kitsap Conference 

Center at Bremerton Harborside to 

honor the 2008 Officers and Board of 

Directors and witness the installation 

of  Dave Thomas as our New President 

and the new officers and members of 

the 2009 Board of  Directors by Larry 

Salter, a BROLPN Past President and 

National Director of  the Northwest 

Guy Stitt bids Farewell as Council President

Region of  Navy League.

 Representatives from the Navy, 

Marines and the Coast Guard 

expressed their special thanks for the 

support Mr. Stitt and the Council has 

provided this year. Ryan Dunn from 

Congressman Norm Dick’s Office 

read a letter of  congratulations from 

the Congressman.  Special awards 

were given to Chaplain Brown, 

Sandra and Earle Smith, Will Lent, 

Norma Parker and Carolyn Dankers 

for their contribution to our council 

during 2008.

A complete list of  the new Officers 

and Board of  Directors is included in 

this newsletter.

Our special thanks to the plan-

ning committee consisting of  Will 

Lent, Carolyn Dankers, Tina Salter, 

Alice Thomas, Carol Meteney, Guy 

Stitt, Linda Corpe, Dave Thomas and 

Larry Salter.

Submitted by Carolyn Dankers
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President’s
Message

It is my honor and 
privilege to serve as 
your President for 
2009.  I look forward 
to an interesting and 

productive year.
First, I want to thank Guy Stitt for his 

leadership and effort over the past two 
years, as Vice President and President 
of our council.  During his “watch” our 
council has grown considerably in num-
bers of individual and business affiliate 
members and in our improved financial 
condition.  Guy’s attention and extraor-
dinary effort in both of these areas will 
serve us well for many years.  We will seek 
to maintain those gains and continue to 
build on them.

For my part as your president, I intend 
to focus on our mission, “…to inform 
the American people and their govern-
ment that the United States of America 
is a maritime nation and that its national 
defense and economic well being are 
dependent upon strong sea services – 
United States Navy, United States Marine 
Corps, United States Coast Guard and 
United States Merchant Marine.”  In car-
rying out that mission, we shall endeavor 
to (1) Educate national leaders and the 
nation, (2) Support the men and women 
of the sea services, (3) Provide assistance 
to sea service families, and (4) Support 
youth programs.  

How do we, as a council, accomplish 
these lofty goals?  Frankly, as a volunteer 
organization, we do it one small step at a 
time.  Every one of us has volunteered to be 
a part of this organization and to support 
its mission.  We have over 550 members, 
and have grown to be the largest council 
in the Pacific Northwest.  I ask all of our 
members to contribute what they can 
toward supporting our mission by serving 
on our committees, giving a few hours, a 
few days, or if able, a lot of your time, as 
some of our members have done and are 
doing this year.  Many hands make short 
work of large projects.  If you can find a 
way to give a little of your valuable time, 
please contact any board member or me 
directly.  A list of all of our committees 

Membership Data 
Base Updated

We have started out 2009 great in 
regards to recruiting new members.  
United  Rentals joined as our 23rd 
active Community Aff i l iate – 
Welcome to Navy League and thank 
you for your support. In addition to 
the new members associated with 
United Rentals, we also have one 
new member joining her husband as 
a Navy League member.  Welcome 
Maura Mattson.

On the database side of my 
responsibi l it ies ,  I  have updated our 
var ious databases and reconci led 
them w ith Nat iona l .   One of the 
new things we are going to t r y this 
year is contact ing our members 
more of ten v ia E-Mai l .   Up unt i l 
now, we have used the E-Mai l l i st to 
not i f y members that the newslet ter 
i s ava i lable for dow nload.  The l i st 
has been pr imari ly associated w ith 
the newslet ter, w ith an occasiona l 
counci l informat ion note.  We are 
expanding the l i st to those who have 
an E-Mai l address , but receive their 
Newslet ter v ia the posta l system.  
I f  you receive your Newslet ter by 
regu lar mai l,  you w i l l  cont inue to 
get your Newslet ter mai led to you, 
but you w i l l  a lso receive emai l 
not i f icat ions of important counci l 
ac t iv it ies .   I f  a nyone wou ld l i ke 
to get  on t he E-Ma i l  l i s t  or needs 
to correc t  t hei r  E-Ma i l  address , 
please send me a n E-Ma i l  at 
LTSa lter @ msn.com.   

Thank you for a l l your support 
and lets break the 600 threshold for 
members this year.

Submitted by Larry Salter, 
Membership and Database Chairman

is included in this newsletter.  If you are 
interested in helping with any of the jobs/
committees listed, please let me know.

Our most immediate needs are for 
a Newsletter Editor and for additional 
members for our Armed Forces Gala com-
mittee.  Our newsletter, under the superb 
guidance of Norma Parker, is in great 
shape.  Norma has asked to be replaced as 
editor after serving for three years.  Please 
contact her or me if you are interested in 
helping with this job.  The Gala is our big-
gest event of the year and even though it 
will be in May, we need to form the com-
mittee and get started now.  

On February 26th, Commander Sub-
marine Group Trident will conduct a 
ceremony to acknowledge and celebrate 
the 1000th patrol conducted by a Tri-
dent Ballistic Missile Submarine (SSBN).  
Included in this newsletter is an invitation 
to all Navy League members to attend that 
celebration.  Our council is raising funds 
to provide a reception following the cer-
emony.  Both the ceremony and recep-
tion will be at Bangor Plaza.  I hope to see 
many of you there.

At the January board meeting, the 
board approved moving the Lone Sailor 
statue dedication to Saturday, May 23, 
to coincide with the Port of Bremerton 
Kitsap Harbor Festival May 22-25, 2009.  
Please stay tuned for additional informa-
tion on the dedication ceremony.  The 
Lone Sailor committee can still use your 
help with fund raising and with the final 
installation and dedication ceremony.

Starting with our March luncheon, 
we are changing venues.  Our monthly 
luncheon meetings will be held at the 
Naval Undersea Museum at Keyport.  If 
you are not familiar with the museum, it 
is immediately outside of the gate to the 
Navy Installation at Keyport.  The meet-
ing room at the museum is downstairs 
and there is an elevator available.

In the words of a former shipmate 
and boss, I will attempt to “keep the main 
thing the main thing” during my tenure as 
your president.  Let’s work on that impor-
tant Navy League mission, and let’s have 
fun while we do it.  Thank you for being 
Navy League members.  I look forward to 
continuing to work with all of you.

Dave Thomas

Want a Navy League nametag so 
that others can learn your name??  
Just ask as you check in at the next 
luncheon. 

 Due to rising costs, nametags wil l 
be $10 af ter February 1.   

You may also contact Carolyn 
Dankers at c.dankers@wavecable.
com to place your order now.

Nametags

mailto:LTSalter@msn.com
mailto:c.dankers@wavecable.com
mailto:c.dankers@wavecable.com


Northwest Navy Notes: February 2009 
Greatness through Service – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
By Rear Adm. James A. Symonds, Commander, Navy Region Northwest

On January 19 we, a 

Nation and Navy at war, 

honored a man of peace.  

Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr., was a man who 

changed history. He did 

more than lead America 

towards a new birth of 

freedom and civil rights: 

he boldly challenged 

our thinking and forced 

America into self-

examination, helping us to change, to 

grow, to prosper. 

Dr. King once said “everybody 

can be great, because everybody 

can serve.” Like many of you with 

connections to the military, be that 

active duty, retired, veteran, family 

member, or supporter, Dr. King’s 

belief in greatness through service 

resonates very strongly with me. As 

we honored Dr. King on his holiday 

in events around Navy Region 

Northwest, it reminded me that his 

life and his hopes for 

the future have much 

to teach America, and 

the Navy. 

Dr. King summoned 

the best qualities of 

people from all over 

our great Nation. He 

earned respect not 

only for his practice 

of non-violence, but 

also for his steady 

courage. He kept true to his mission. 

The principles for which he fought are 

those for which we in the Navy fight: 

we too believe that providing an equal 

opportunity for service provides an 

equal opportunity for greatness. 

Today’s Navy provides opportunities 

for service, and greatness, in hundreds 

of ways: earlier this year the High 

Speed Vessel 2 Swift was in Jamaica, 

training local defense forces and 

delivering medical and educational 

supplies to hospitals and schools ; 
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USS Taylor was in Bulgaria, forging 

partnerships and enhancing security 

in the emerging democracies of the 

Black Sea region; Everett-based USS 

Rodney M. Davis is underway near 

South America, countering the illegal 

trafficking in drugs that enslaves 

individuals and whole societies ; and 

on January  13th, USS John C. Stennis 

departed Bremerton for the Western 

Pacific, and anywhere else it’s needed, 

to win war, preserve peace, or help 

those in need. The Sailors, Marines, 

and Coast Guardsman on those ships 

are, with steady courage, staying true 

to their mission: they are protecting 

American freedom, and working for 

a more secure, stable and prosperous 

future for the world. 

We can a l l  learn f rom Dr. 

King’s example, ta ke inspirat ion 

f rom his accompl ishments, and 

ma ke a rea l d i f ference. The 

Nav y Ethos statement reads, 

“We are professiona l Sa i lors and 

Civ i l ians ; a d iverse and ag i le force 

exempl i f y ing the highest standards 

of ser v ice to our Nat ion, at home 

and abroad, at sea and ashore.” 

Our mi l itar y has for many years 

been at the foref ront of inst itut ions 

rewarding achievement and abi l it y, 

regard less of ethnic or ig in. We’re 

an inst itut ion where opportunit ies 

are l imited only by the indiv idua l ’s 

goa ls and ta lents , not by where 

they ’re f rom, where they worship, 

or who their parents are. We 

st r ive ever y day at Nav y Reg ion 

Northwest to ser ve the cit i zens of 

our communit y, our countr y, and 

our world. In the words of Dr. King, 

and exempl i f ied by his l i fe ,  because 

we ser ve, we too can be great . 

2009 Officers and Board of Directors

President
David Thomas

Vice President
Gary Gunderson

Treasurer
Tim Katona

Secretary
Susan Larson

Judge Advocate
George Rose

Immediate Past President
Guy Stitt

National Director
Carol Meteney

National Director
Larry Salter

Board Of Directors: 

Byron Faber

Carolyn Dankers

Will Lent

Earle Smith

Sandra Smith

Louis Mejia

Alice Thomas

Tina Salter

Ron Testa

Norma Parker

Karen Ebersole

Roger Wood

Charles Grosvenor

Mark Lowe
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NRD Seattle Recognized 
Inside the Beltway

T h e  k e y  t o  t h e  U. S .  Na v y  b e i n g 
t h e  p r e m i e r  m a r i t i m e  f o r c e 
i n  t h e  w o r l d  i s  i n  l a r g e  p a r t       
d u e  t o  o n e  “ s t r a t e g i c  i m p e r a -
t i v e ” … t h e  S a i l o r.   T h e  U. S  Na v y 
e m p l o y s  t h e  f i n e s t  a p p l i c a n t s  i n 
t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  o n e  r e a s o n  i s  d u e 
t o  E x p l o s i v e  O r d i n a n c e  C h i e f 
( E O D C )  Ke v i n  Pa r r a .   C h i e f 
Pa r r a  a l o n g  w i t h  1 4  o t h e r s  w e r e 
r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  Na v y  r e c r u i t -
i n g  d u r i n g  a  c e r e m o n y  a t  t h e 
Na v y  H e r i t a g e  Mu s e u m  i n  o u r 
Na t i o n s  C a p i t a l  o n  J a n .  7

Vi c e  A d m .  M a r k  E .  F e r g u -
s o n  I I I ,  C h i e f  o f  Na v a l  Pe r s o n -
n e l  a n d  D e p u t y  C h i e f  o f  Na v a l 
O p e r a t i o n s  ( To t a l  F o r c e ) ,  w a s 
g u e s t  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  e v e n t  a n d 
s a i d  a s  t h e  " f a c e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n , " 
t h e  2 0 0 8  R e c r u i t e r s  o f  t h e  Ye a r 
a r e  b r i n g i n g  i n  n e w  r e c r u i t s  t h a t 
a r e  t h e  f i n e s t  h e  h a s  s e e n  i n  a l l 
o f  h i s  3 0  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e .

" Yo u r  t r u e  l e g a c y  w i l l  a l w a y s 
b e  t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  t h e 
f u t u r e  M a s t e r  C h i e f s ,  L e a d i n g 
Pe t t y  O f f i c e r s  a n d  O f f i c e r s  o f 
t h e  Na v y, "  s a i d  F e r g u s o n ,  t a l k -
i n g  t o  t h e  r e c r u i t e r s  o f  t h e  y e a r. 
" Yo u ' v e  o n c e  a g a i n  m e t  e v e r y 
c h a l l e n g e  i n  s e c u r i n g  o u r  f u t u r e 
a n d  s a f e g u a r d i n g  o u r  m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t  a s s e t  –  o u r  p e o p l e . "  
F e r g u s o n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Na v y 
m u s t  s e t  a  g o a l  o f  b e i n g  a  " To p 
5 0 "  e m p l o y e r,  a n d  i n  t h a t  b a t t l e 
t o  r e a c h  t h a t  g o a l ,  t h e  R e c r u i t -
e r s  o f  t h e  Ye a r,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e 
r e s t  o f  t h e  Na v y  r e c r u i t -
i n g  f o r c e ,  h a v e  b e e n 
a b l e  t o  m e e t  o r  e x c e e d 
Na v y  r e c r u i t i n g  g o a l s  f o r 
t h e  p a s t  2 0  c o n s e c u t i v e 
m o n t h s .

" Yo u r  e x a m p l e ,  y o u r 
p r e s e n c e  i s  l o u d e r  t h a n 
a n y  c o m m e r c i a l  o r  w e b -
s i t e  a n d  i s  m o r e  a u t h e n -
t i c  t h a n  a n y  p a m p h l e t 
o r  Yo u Tu b e  v i d e o , " 
s a i d  F e r g u s o n .  " [ Ne w 
r e c r u i t s ]  c o m e  t o  t h e 

Na v y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s e e  t h e  p r o m -
i s e  o f  t h e i r  f u t u r e  i n  y o u  a n d  f o r 
t h a t  w e  a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  a n d  w e 
t h a n k  y o u . "

S u b m i t t e d  b y
C o m m a n d e r  C h r i s  P h i l l i p s

N R D  S e a t t l e ’ s 
C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r

Operation 
Holiday Spirit

Tina Sa lter and Alice Thomas, 
co-chairs of Operat ion Holiday 
Spirit report great success with our 
f irst year of reaching out to 20 loca l 
mi l itary famil ies during the holiday 
season to help bring some added joy 
and laughter. Our Counci l members 
have been very generous and loca l 
organizat ions and businesses have 
been so support ive of the program.  
Everyone wants to show appreciat ion 
for a l l that the mil itary and their 
famil ies do for us on a dai ly basis.

The Northwest Region Chaplains 
provided the important l ink for our 
Counci l and the famil ies.  Thank 
you for your constant care of those 
who serve and their famil ies.

Our specia l t hanks go to t he 
fol low ing :

Communit y Af f i l iates•	
A MI Internationa l•	
Land Tit le & Escrow•	
Reid Rea l Estate •	
Skookum    •	
TriWest Hea lt hcare A l l iance •	
Businesses and organizations•	
A ll Star Lanes •	
Famous Dave’s Bar-B - Q•	
Massi Av iation•	
Nor t hwest Golf Range &   •	

 Timer Fa l ls Miniature Golf
Obrigado / Lisa da Si lva•	
Obrigado /Tony Milan II•	
Red Robin Gourmet Burgers•	
Retired Of f icers Wives   •	

 Association (ROWA)
Seapor t Spa•	
Silver Cit y Brew ing Company•	
Steel Mag nolias•	
That ’s-a-some-Ita lia n   •	

 R istora nte
Olive Garden Restaurant•	

Submit ted by Carolyn Dankers

Chief Parra reported to NRD Seattle from EOD Mobil Unit 11 out of Whidbey Island.  
Parra a 16 year Navy combat veteran and was named “National Warrior Challenge 
Coordinator of the Year.”  NRD Seattle is proud to have this extraordinary chief as part 
of its CPO Mess and exemplif ies daily the Navy Core Values of Honor, Courage and 
Commitment.  Chief Parra is the f irst EOD Technician to f ill a recruiting billet.

We are soliciting members to assist 
in contacting our Legislators to present 
the Grass Roots Presentation One and 
Two that has been prepared by our 
National Committee of Legislative 
Affairs. As a Council Member, if you are 
interested in participating in this very 
important committee please contact 
Carol Meteney, cmeteney2@wavecable.
com or our new Co-Chairman, Mark 
Lowe, mark-d-lowe@comcast.net.  
Training for presentations is available 
from Bill Waylett via conference call. 

We are starting to schedule 
meetings with our Congressman and 
Senators. Some are due for the second 
presentation and it is important that 
we keep the communication current 
and updated.     

Submitted by Carol A Meteney

Legislative 
Affairs Prepares 
Presentations

mailto:cmeteney2@wavecable.com
mailto:cmeteney2@wavecable.com
mailto:mark-d-lowe@comcast.net


Commissioning 
of the USS George 
H. W. Bush

Get involved!

The complete commissioning 

ceremony of the USS George H.W. 

Bush (CVN77) is now available 

on the National website, http://

navyleague.org/.  It's a very stirring 

ceremony honoring our 41st 

President with many civi lian and 

military dignitaries participating 

and credits given to the Navy League 

for organizing the commissioning 

ceremony. The Hampton Roads 

Council raised over $5 mil lion to 

make this ceremony possible. 

Visit our website http://brem-

olympic.nlus.us / for a l ink to this 

important site or you can go direct 

to the above sites.

Submit ted by Dave Thomas

Now is the time to step up to 

the plate and take an active part in 

Council activities.

Our new President, Dave Thomas 

has issued a call for volunteers for 

this year so that we may continue 

to make a difference in our support 

of the Sea Services.  Think about 

whether you would like to work on a 

short  term project or a very specif ic 

type of job or whether you would like 

to volunteer for a more long term role.  

There is work and fun for everyone.

If you are interested, and just want 

to explore the possibilities, contact 

Dave Thomas at 360 373-2673 or by 

email at Dthomas751@comcast.net or 

any of the off icers.
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January 
Luncheon 
Delivers Facts

Speaker Kaj Ahlburg, who watched 
the 9/11 attacks from his of f ice 
window in Manhattan, discussed 
“Al Qaeda and Islamic Terrorism” 
to a spel lbound audience.       The 
room was packed with 86 members 
in attendance. Mr. Ahlburg dispel led 
the myths of the stereotype terrorist. 
Gone is the myth that the terrorist is 
from a low economic environment, 
poorly educated and a loner. Mr. 
Ahlburg stated the current bio for 
a terrorist is a person who is wel l 
educated, multi l ingual, average age 
of 26 and married with children. 

As Mr. Ahlburg listed the goals of 
previous attacks, the room became 
very quiet as the reality of the facts 
sett led into each person’s mind. The 
fact that most attacks cost as l itt le 
as $50,000 and that many attacks 
can be f inanced by local cel ls is very 
concerning.

If you missed the luncheon, you 
missed a vast amount of information. 
Be sure to reserve your space for the 
February luncheon now. Call CTC 
360-782-5500 early for reservations 
for the February 10 luncheon if 
you need to be on the base access 
l ist. If you have base access, please 
cal l Concurrent Technologies 
Corporation (CTC) 360-782-5500 
to RSVP so the caterer wil l have an 
accurate count for the lunch.

Notice : March luncheon at new 
location – Key port Naval Museum. 
Watch for more information.

2009 Committee Chairperson List
Audit  Commit tee   Norma Pa rker
Awa rds     A l ice Thomas
Budget & Fina ncia l  Pla nning  Tim Katona
Float Coord inat ion   Louis  Mejia
Fund Ra ising    Guy St it t
Histor ia n    Ka ren Ebersole
Leg is lat ive A f fa i rs    Ca rol  Meteney
Lone Sa i lor    Ron Testa /Tim Thomsom
Membersh ip Database   La rr y Sa lter
New Member Out reach   Ca roly n Da n kers
Newslet ter    Norma Pa rker
Photog raphy    Norma Pa rker
Prog ra ms    Wi l l  Lent
Publ ic A f fa i rs     Sa ndra Smit h
Boot h Events    Tina Sa lter
Operat ion Hol iday Spi r it   Tina Sa lter
Memor ia l  Day Celebrat ion  Tim Katona
Tr ident 1000t h Pat rol    Ma rk Lowe / Wi l l  Lent
A rmed Forces Day Ga la  Ea rle & Sa ndra Smit h
Vetera n’s  Day    Wi l l  & Sa ndra Smit h
Tr ips & Tours    By ron Faber/ George Rose
Website     Shei la  Broum ley
Yout h Suppor t    Chuck Grosvenor

If  you wou ld l i ke to volu nteer to join a ny of  our commit tees ,  please 
contac t  t he commit tee cha i r  person.   Contac t  in format ion i s  ava i lable in 
your Membersh ip Direc tor y or contac t  a ny Of f icer or Boa rd member.

Speaker Kaj Ahlburg address the 
January luncheon as Dave Thomas 
looks on in a lively question and answer 
period after an informative presentation 
on Terrorism in the Mid East.

http://www.navyleague.org/
http://www.navyleague.org/
mailto:Dthomas751@comcast.net
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Tours and Trips 
and Adventures

Save the Date

Comings & GoingsBROLPN Council 
Members Invited 
to Ceremony for 
USS Ohio

BROLPN Loses a 
Good Friend and 
Council Member

George Rose has joined By ron 
Faber to be our new tour d irectors .  
By ron is out of tow n current ly, 
but George is busy planning a new 
schedule. Tours are being planned 
for March 2009. NOA A w i l l  be our 
f i rst tour of 2009 and should be 
ava i lable for sign up soon.

Submitted by Carol Meteney

Please mark your ca lendars 
for 2 : 00 PM Saturday, May 23rd, 
Memoria l Day Weekend  to help 
us properly dedicate the Nav y 
League's Lone Sa i lor Statue on the 
Bremerton Marina Brea kwater.  
Congressman Norm Dicks has been 
inv ited as our key note spea ker.  
We would be honored w ith your 
presence.  Your at tendance w i l l  be 
a st rong test imony of loca l support 
to our loca l Nav y communit y as 
we memoria l ize our sea ser v ices 
commitment to our nat ion's 
defense ; past,  present and future !

Submitted by Ron Testa

US S Joh n C .  Sten n i s  (C V N 

74 ) de pa r te d Nava l  A i r  St at ion 

Nor t h Isl a nd  Ja n.   17 to cont inue 

it s  Western Pac i f ic  deploy ment 

a f ter  pick ing up Ca rr ier A i r  Wing 

(CV W) 9 personnel  a nd equipment .  

The Stennis a nd CV W-9 w i l l  join 

Dest royer Squadron (DESRON) 

21 to form t he John  C .  Stennis 

Ca rr ier St r i ke Group (JCSCSG) as 

t hey head west  for deploy ment .

The reg u la rly schedu led 

deploy ment i s  pa r t  of  t he Nav y ’s 

F leet  Response Pla n  

(FR P),  which i s  desig ned 

to a l low t he United States t he 

abi l it y to rapid ly respond w it h 

f lex ible a nd susta inable force to 

a ny g loba l  commit ment on shor t 

not ice .   “A ny t ime we deploy,  our 

pr ima r y mission i s  to s ta ndby 

a nd be ready to suppor t t he wa r 

on ter ror wherever t hat  may be,” 

sa id Stennis Comma nding Of f icer, 

Capt .  Joseph Ku zmick .

The deploy ment i s  schedu led to 

be approx imately s i x mont hs ,  a nd 

JCSCSG w i l l  be prepa red to respond 

to t he needs of  a ny operat iona l 

s ituat ion.   This  deploy ment i s  pa r t 

of  A mer ica’s  ma r it ime s t rateg y 

under t he FR P to ma inta in a force 

of  combat power overseas ,  capable 

of  protec t ing A mer ica’s  v ita l 

interest s  a nd insur ing reg iona l 

s tabi l it y.

U S S  N e b r a s k a ,  S S B N  7 3 9 

( B l u e )  s a i d  f a r e w e l l  t o  t h e i r 

c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r ,  C m d r. 

M a t t h e w  C o l b u r n  d u r i n g  a 

c h a n g e  o f  c o m m a n d  c e r e m o n y 

a t  N a v a l  B a s e   K i t s a p ,  J a n .  1 2 .  

W i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e a d i n g 

o f  o r d e r s  a n d  a  g o o d b y e  t o  t h e 

S a i l o r s  h e  c o m m a n d e d ,  C o l b u r n 

t u r n e d  o v e r  h i s  b o a t  a n d  c r e w 

t o  C m d r.  G e r h a r d  S o m l a i .  

C o l b u r n  i s  e x p e c t i n g  t o  t r a n s f e r 

t o  F l e e t  F o r c e s  C o m m a n d  i n 

N o r f o l k ,  Va .

In February (exact date to be 
announced at February luncheon), 
Commander, Submarine Group 
Trident wil l host a commemoration 
of the 1000th Trident Patrol.  This 
ceremony marks the milestone of 
the bal list ic missi le submarine 
conducting 1000 successful patrol 
periods since the f irst launch of the 
USS OHIO (SSBN-726) f irst deployed 
in 1982.  An invitation has been 
issued for a l l our council members 
to attend.  There wil l be more 
information on the website and an 
E-mail wil l be sent to everyone with 
the f inal arrangements and date. 

Strategic deterrence has been 
the sole mission of the f leet 
bal list ic missi le submarine (SSBN) 
since its inception in 1960.  The 
SSBN provides the Nation's most 
survivable and enduring nuclear 
strike capability.  The Ohio-class 
bal list ic missi le submarines, built 
in the 1980's & 90's, replaced older 
bal list ic missi le submarines and are 
far more capable.

The Ohio class constitutes 
the current evolution of the US 
Bal listic Missi le Submarine.  USS 
OHIO (SSBN-726) f irst deployed 
in 1982 with a complement of 24 
C-4 missi les. 14 Ohio class SSBNs 
remain in service and al l now carry 
the Trident II D-5 Bal listic Missi le, 
extending the submarine's reach to 
more than 4,000 nautical miles.

Submitted by Mark Lowe

Jerome (Jerry) Joseph Baltzer 
entered into eternal rest Friday, 
December 19, 2008, at his home in 
Sequim, Washington, at age 73. Jerry 
was born in Chicago on March 8, 
1935, where he lived until he moved 
to Southern California in 1985. In 
1995 he relocated to Washington.   

Jerry proudly served in the U.S. 
Army in Seoul, South Korea, in 
the aftermath of the Korean War. 
After his discharge, he served as 
a lifelong member of numerous 
service organizations including 
Navy League, giving of himself and 
his time tirelessly. At the time of his 
death, Jerry was retired from work as 
a machinist and handyman.

Jerry is survived by his wife 
Carolyn; his children Cathleen, 
Michael, Christine, Derek and Randy; 
loving sister Marcy; his grandchildren 
Kyle, Courtney, Charlie, Amanda and 
Austin; his nephews Kevin, David 
and Brian; and his niece Jenny. 
Cousins Sandy and Carol also mourn 
his death.

Memorial contributions may be 
sent to Olympic Theatre Arts Center, 
Friends of the Fields or The Volunteer 
Hospice of Clallam County.
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Lost and Found

Lone Sailor 
Dedicated 
May 23, 2009

Welcome EHT 
Enterprises, Inc.

Fou nd  – a k ni fe at Poulsbo 
WalMart on Fr iday 12/26/ 08. It 
has NU WC Key por t BZ Award on 
it .  Contact Ed Za k at edza k ly @
hotmai l .com i f you have any clues 
as to how to return this to the 
r ight fu l ow ner.

T he L one Sa i lor  s t at ue ,  erec ted 
on t he  new Bremer ton Brea k water 
i s  t he  f ig u re  of  a  ma n,  seven fee t 
h ig h a nd made of  bron z e .   Hi s 
face ,  re l ig ion a nd e t h n ic  or ig i n 
a re  whatever  we wa nt  t hem to be .  
He cou ld be  of f icer  or  en l i s ted , 
ma le  or  fema le .   He cou ld be  ac t ive 
dut y,  a  re ser v i s t ,  or  c iv i l i a n .  He 
cou ld be  s t a nd i ng on a ny ocea n 
or  bay  a nd t he  sa i lor  cou ld be 
s t a nd i ng on t he  fa nt a i l  of  a 
des t royer,  i n  t he  eng i ne room of  a 
subma r i ne ,  on t he  ha nga r  deck of 
a n a i rc ra f t  c a r r ier,  or  i n  a ny ot her 
spec ia l  place  where  Nav y people 
l ive  a nd work .  In  fac t ,  he  cou ld be 
a ny member  of  t he  sea  ser v ice s .

In  h i s  ex pres s ion t here  i s  a 
t houg ht f u l  look— of lonel i nes s 
a nd ye t  of  somet h i ng more .   He 
i s  t h i n k i ng of  home a nd t he  pa i n 
of  sepa rat ion,  t he  cha l lenges 
t hat  h i s  fa m i ly  face s  i n  ma k i ng a 
l i fe  w it hout  h i m.   But  he  i s  a l so 
t h i n k i ng of  t he  t a sk  at  ha nd,  t he 
m i s s ion of  h i s  sh ip or  squ ad ron, 
t he  idea l s  of  t he  g reat  nat ion, 
wh ich he  de fend s .   He k nows 
t hat  each hou r of  h i s  deploy ment 
ac ros s  t he  ocea ns  i s  a n i nves t ment 
i n  t hat  de fense .   A nd so h i s  look 
i s  a l so  one of  pu r pose :  exce l lent 
i n  h i s  work,  su re  of  h i mse l f  a nd 
of  h i s  leaders ,  a  ma n people  cou nt 
on,  he  rad iate  con f idence  a nd 
s t reng t h .

T h i s  i s  ad apted a nd mod i f ied 
f rom a  pre sent at ion made by 
C . A .H.  Tros t ,  Ad m i ra l ,  U.  S .  Nav y 
a nd Ch ie f  of  Nava l  O perat ions  i n 
1987 when t he  or ig i na l  L one Sa i lor 
s t at ue  wa s  ded ic ated on Oc tober 
13,  1987,  t he  212t h a n n iversa r y  of 
t he  fou nd i ng of  t he  Nav y. 

T he for ma l  ded ic at ion for  ou r 
L one Sa i lor  i s  on May 23,  20 09, 
at  2pm on t he  brea k water  at  t he 
Bremer ton Ma r i na at  Ha rbors ide 
a nd ever yone i s  i nv ited .  

EHT Enterprises, Inc. (EHT) a 

Pacif ic-Northwest general contractor 

is diverse and encompasses new 

construction, renovation, demolition, 

alteration, repairs and design/

build projects. EHT focuses on 

general construction for federal and 

commercial clients and serves naval 

bases as well as the Army, Air Force, 

GSA, USPS, FAA and USACE. Annalee 

Todd, President, has facilitated the 

expansion of EHT to include multiple 

Western and Northwestern states, 

including Alaska. 

Currently serving as President of the 

Puget Sound Naval Base Association, 

Annalee is an active member of the 

Economic Development Council for 

Kitsap County, Society of American 

Military Engineers, the American 

Cancer Society, Kitsap county Home 

Builders Association, and is the past 

President of the Bremerton Chamber 

of Commerce.

Annalee Todd, President of EHT

T h e  m o n t h l y  lu n ch e o n 
f o r  t h e  Bre m e r to n - O l y m p i c 
Pe n i n s u l a  Nav y  Le a g u e  w i l l 
b e  h e l d  o n  Tu e s d ay,  Fe b r u a r y 
1 0 t h ,  a t  1 1 : 3 0  a . m . i n  t h e 
B a n g o r  P l a z a  Nav a l  B a s e 
Ki t s a p  -  B a n g o r.   Ca p t a i n  Ma r k 
O l s o n ,  Co m m a n d i n g  O f f i ce r, 
Nav a l  B a s e  Ki t s a p  w i l l  s e r ve  a s 
t h e  g u e s t  s p e a ke r.   He  w i l l  b e 
av a i l a b l e  to  a n s we r  q u e s t i o n s 
re g a rd i n g  w h a t  i s  c u r re n t l y 
h a p p e n i n g  i n  b o t h  Bre m e r to n 
a n d  B a n g o r  f a c i l i t i e s .

You  must  make  re ser va t ions .  
E n te r  o n l y  t h ro u g h  t h e  Ma i n 
G a te  o f f  Lu o to  Ro a d  i f  yo u 
do  n o t  h ave  a  B a s e  Pa s s .   Ca l l 
Co n c u r re n t  Te ch n o l o g i e s 
Co r p o r a t i o n  ( C TC )  ( 3 6 0 - 7 8 2 -
5 5 0 0 )  to  m a ke  re s e r v a t i o n s .  
I f  yo u  h ave  n o t  m a d e 
re s e r v a t i o n s  by  Tu e s d ay, 
Fe b r u a r y  3 rd  a n d  do  n o t  h ave 
a  B a s e  Pa s s ,  co n t a c t  a ny  B o a rd 
Me m b e r  f o r  a s s i s t a n ce  g e t t i n g 
t h ro u g h  t h e  g a te .   Yo u  w i l l 
h ave  to  r i d e  w i t h  a  co u n c i l 
m e m b e r  w h o  h a s  a  B a s e  Pa s s . 
T h e  co s t  o f  t h e  lu n ch e o n  i s 
$ 1 5 / p e r s o n .

S t a r t i n g  i n  M a r c h ,  w e  w i l l 
b e  h a v i n g  o u r  l u n c h e o n s  a t 
t h e  Ke y p o r t  Mu s e u m .  I t  w i l l 
n o t  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  B a s e 
Pa s s .   Ho w e v e r,  yo u  w i l l  s t i l l 
n e e d  t o  m a k e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  s o 
w e  h a v e  a  h e a d  c o u n t  f o r  t h e 
c a t e r e r s .

Capt Olson 
To Speak At 

February 10th 
Navy League 

Luncheon

mailto:edzakly@hotmail.com
mailto:edzakly@hotmail.com
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We welcome your comments and story 
ideas.  Items for publication, changes of 
address, and inquires should be sent to:

 Editor
 Now Hear This
 PO Box 626
 Bremerton, WA 98337-0131

or email: nparker@reidrealestate.com

February 17, 1864 – Confederate 
submarine H.L. Hunley sinks USS 
Housatonic 

This Date in History

Postage for your newsletter has been provided by

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States

Post Office Box 626
Bremerton, WA 98337-0131

Thursday Feb 26  1000th Trident Celebration, Bangor
   See details in this Newsletter

Coming Events in May  - USS Alabama Return To Service
   - Armed Forces Day Gala
   - Lone Sailor Dedication Ceremony
   - Memorial Day Ceremony

Wed  Feb 4  Board of Director’s meeting - 5:30 pm
   Reid Real Estate, Silverdale

Wed  Mar 4  Board of Director’s meeting - 5:30 pm
   Reid Real Estate, Silverdale

Tuesday Mar 10  Monthly Luncheon Meeting - 11:30 am
   Keyport Museum

Tuesday Feb 10  Monthly Luncheon Meeting - 11:30 am
   Bangor Plaza
   Program – Saturday

Saturday Feb 14  Happy Valentine’s Day
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