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At the Navy League National 
Convention in Kansas City, 
MO., I presented a song, "The 
Navy League" to this great 
organization.  I wrote this 
song with my long time friend 
and fellow Navy Leaguer, Dave 
Shafer. I am happy to report 
that Navy League's National 
Board of Directors unani-
mously approved the motion 
to adopt "The Navy League” as 
the Official Song of the Navy 
League of the United States.  

You can see and hear the 
results of our efforts at this 
website:  http://www.lonesail-
or-bremerton.org/comdocs/
NLSong/   The song is in MP3 format, 
and can be downloaded along with the 
lyrics and sheet music from the website. 

I wrote the words last spring and 
worked with Dave Shafer to develop the 
music. He wrote the music conveying 
the tune in my head. Dave created an 
arrangement and eventually recorded 
it on his "semi-professional" record-
ing system in the basement of his home 
singing the words to his own guitar 
accompaniment. 

This is the first song I've ever writ-
ten.  Dave was amazing in the amount of 
effort he poured into this project. Dave 
convinced me to make a major change 
in the song by reversing the first and 
second verses. He explained that start-
ing with the verse "Citizens in support 
of the Navy" was a better "hook" than 
"Teddy said to all American Patriots" - 
which I originally penned as the start of 
the song. (My experience with "hooks" 
in the past related to fishing! Carol 
Meteney, provided key feedback for the 

song's tempo which kept us reworking 
the music. However, we were really onto 
something when I finally achieved get-
ting my loving wife, Linda, to sing the 
chorus in the car!!  And, of course, I 
subjected many of you to listening to 
the song in advance of our presentation 
to the Navy League, and your reactions 
were a cherished part of the develop-
ment process   For that, I thank you. 

We did apply for copyright and will 
be signing the rights to the song to 
the Navy League. Several Navy Leagu-
ers approached me at the convention 
with plans to use the music and words 
in projects that they are doing for the 
Navy League such as public access radio 
and television spots and shows. Others 
said they plan on singing the song with 
their membership much like I did with 
the National Directors when I presented 
the song. Our hope is that the song will 
grow our beloved organization and 
make it stronger so it can better carry 
out its vital mission of support to the 
Sea Services of our Nation.

Submitted by Ron Testa

Ron Testa and Dave Shafer Pen the 
Official Navy League Song

The Steering Committee at Navy League’s National 
Convention sings the newly adopted Navy League Song.   
You should have been there.  A good time was had by all!  
Congratulations Ron and Dave.  Job well done! 

http://www.lonesailor-bremerton.org/comdocs/NLSong/   
http://www.lonesailor-bremerton.org/comdocs/NLSong/   
http://www.lonesailor-bremerton.org/comdocs/NLSong/   
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"The Commanders of 
the ships of the thirteen 
United Colonies are to 
take care that divine 
service be performed 
twice a day on board 
and a sermon preached 
on Sundays unless 
bad weather or other 
extraordinary accidents 
prevent,” reads the  
second article of the 
Navy Regulations signed 
in November, 1775. 
Thus, 233 years ago, the Navy Chaplain 
Corps was born.

From those inauspicious beginnings 
came an organization as legendary as 
any in America’s armed forces.  From 
the Revolutionary War to the War 
on Terror, our sea services haven’t 
left home without them.  Chaplains 
marched with Marines to the halls of 
Montezuma, sailed with Destroyer 
Escorts across a U-boat-filled Atlantic, 
and prayed with the dying on Iwo 
Jima.

Now as never before, America’s sea 
services are a global force, fighting 
current wars and working to prevent 
future wars. And as never before, the 
home front is integral to our deployed 
f leet and fighters. 

The Chaplain core is that strong 
thread that runs seamlessly through 
the f leet, the fighter and the family.  
In the deployed f leet, with the Sailors, 
Marines and Coast Guardsmen, you’ll 
find a Navy chaplain.  Where there’s 
an Aircraft Carrier off the Horn of 
Africa, you’ll find a Navy Chaplain.  
Where there’s a Marine battalion in 
the mountains of Afghanistan, you’ll 
find a Navy Chaplain.  Where there’s 
a Coast Guard icebreaker in the Arctic 
Ocean, you’ll find a Navy Chaplain.  
Anywhere on land or sea, Chaplains 
are providing for the incredibly diverse 
spiritual needs of the men and women 
of America’s sea services. 

In this century, the Navy reaches 
out with a helping hand as much as 
it does with a clinched fist: the role 
of providing the helping hand is 
something at which our Chaplains 

Northwest Navy Notes: The Navy Chaplain Corps: 
Called to Serve for 233 Years

excel. 
During last summer’s 

CARAT 2008 Exercise, 
Chaplain Lieutenant 
Todd Fowler implemented 
23 community relations 
projects in five countries 
in Southeast Asia. 

During Lt. Fowler’s 
first tour as a Chaplain 
he changed the lives of 
thousands of people in 
an impoverished yet 
strategically vital part of 

the world. He also changed the lives 
of hundreds of Sailors serving with 
him in Destroyer Squadron 1. That’s 
a remarkable feat for an individual, 
but it’s fairly ordinary for a Navy 
Chaplain.

On sea or land, fighting wars or 
winning hearts and minds, you’ll find 
our Chaplains. Their job has never been 
easy, and today’s operations present 
special challenges. Nearly 8,000 Sailors 
are deployed on the ground around 
the world in support of the War on 
Terror as Individual Augmentees, or 
I.A.’s.  Those assignments, sometimes 
without the support that a ship or 
squadron offers, may present difficult 
circumstances for I.A.’s and their 
families.

Where an I.A. is deployed, serving 
in combat, with an unfamiliar service 
in a very unfamiliar place, you’ll find 
a Chaplain.  When an I.A.’s family 
feels alone, cut-off from their familiar 
support network, you’ll find a Chaplain.  
When an I.A. returns, facing the stress 
and challenges of re-adjustment to 
home, you’ll find a Chaplain.

During wartime, accident rates 
for service members go up: a more 
dangerous world overseas can lead 
to more dangerous behavior for our 
sailors at home.  

Chaplains are the ones helping keep 
our Sailors and Marines safe on the 
home front, ready to do their nation’s 
will when called.  Their leadership, 
character, willingness to lend an ear 
and sincerely care about the Navy 
family, may be the only difference 
between a trip back to the ship or a trip 

By Rear Adm. James A. Symonds, Commander, Navy Region Northwest

to the hospital. 
But when accidents do happen, or 

when a spouse needs surgery, a child is 
ill, or a parent has passed away, you’ll 
find a Chaplain.

For 233 years, the Navy Chaplain 
Corps has done so much more than 
perform divine services aboard ships: 
they’ve been an operational necessity 
for history’s greatest naval force. As we 
work for a more stable, more secure, 
more prosperous future, we need them 
now as never before. To all Chaplains 
past and present, Happy Anniversary, 
and thank you for all you do for our 
country and our Navy.

BROLPN & the 
Public Invited to 
Concert Series

Navy Band Northwest invites you 
to attend any of our three upcoming 
concerts : . Concerts are free and 
open to the general public.

December 07, 2008 - Sun, 1: 00 p.m.
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Ceremony
Naval Undersea Museum, Keyport 
Navy Band Northwest's Brass Quintet, 
"Five Star Brass"

December 11, 2008 - Thurs, 7: 00 p.m.
Holiday Concert
Bremerton High School Performing 
Arts Center, Bremerton, Navy Band 
Northwest's Wind Ensemble

January 14, 2009 - Wed, 11: 00 a.m.
Martin Luther King Commemoration 
Ceremony 
Naval Undersea Museum, Keyport
Navy Band Northwest's Brass Quintet, 
"Five Star Brass"

Feel free to contact Navy Band 
Northwest Public Affairs of f ice 
at (360) 315-3447 or by email at 
NavyBandNW.CNRNW@navy.mil.

Submitted by MU2 Justin Belka 
Public Af fairs Coordinator

Navy Band Northwest
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Honor All Who Have Served

Pat r io t i sm was  r unning  h ig h  as 
more  than  1 ,200  people  f locked 
to  the  Ki t sap  Count y  Fa i rg rounds 
Pav i l ion  for  the  annua l  Veter ans 
Day  Ceremony  on  Nov. 11  orches-
t r a ted  by  Ear le  &  Sandr a  Smith  of 
the  Bremer ton-Oly mpic  Peninsu la 
Navy  League .

The  doors  opened  a t  9  a .m. 
for  v iew ing  the  West  Sound Mi l i -
tar y  Vehic lePreser vat ion  Club’s 
ant ique  mi l i tar y  vehic le s  d i sp lay.  
More  than  40  ve ter an  and  f r a-
ter na l  ser v ice  organiza t ions  had 
booths  se t  up  for  brows ing . 

Rear  Adm. James  Sy monds , 
Commander, Navy  Reg ion  Nor th-
wes t  de l ivered  remar ks  a s  he 
spoke  d i rec t ly  to  the  ve ter ans  in 
the  audience  about  the  g rea t  sac-
r i f i ces  the y  have  endured .  RADM 
Sy monds  int roduced  the  ke y-
note  speaker, Rear  Adm. Timothy 
Giard ina , Commander, Subma-
r ine  Group Tr ident .  His  remar ks 
echoed  the  long  h i s tor y  of  cont r i -
but ions  of  Veter ans  and  the  g rea t 
s t r ides  democr acy  has  made  in  the 
wor ld . He  sa id  that  one  of  the  b ig-
ges t  cha l l enges  was  dur ing  Wor ld 
War  I I  when Amer ican  democr acy 
w i ths tood  a  s t rong  res i s tance , but 
pre va i l s  today  50  years  l a ter.

“ Today  as  I  speak , more  than 
150 ,000  U.S . ser v ice  men and 
women, ac t ive , re ser ve  and  guard 
are  away  f rom the i r  homes  and 
loved  ones  ser v ing  in  the  Midd le 
Eas t  and  e l sewhere  f ig ht ing 
aga ins t  ter ror,” Giard ina  s ta ted . 
“ The y  ser ve  both  as  war  f ig ht-
ers , peacekeepers  and  re-bui lders . 

The y  ser ve  on  and  under  the 
water, and  the y  lock  point  in 
smal l  mounta in  v i l l ages  and 
lone ly  va l l e ys  t r ack ing  dow n 
the i r  enemies  and  he lp ing 
communit ie s  de vas ta ted  by 
years  o f  war  and  ter ror  and 
abuse . In  conclus ion , Giar-
d ina  asked  the  ve ter ans  in 
the  audience  to  car r y  out  a 
s imple  ta sk .  “ I  a sk  you  to 
p lease  share  your  s tor ie s  w i th 
others . Le t  e ver yone  know 
what  you  have  done  so  that 
the y  can  see  the  many  faces  o f 
mi l i tar y  ser v ice  and  apprec i -

a te  the  persona l  ser v ice  o f  the i r 
ne ig hbors  and  f r i ends , Giard ina 
sa id . So  we  end  where  we  began  to 
today. We honor  those  who have 
wor n  the  c lo th  of  our  nat ion , who 
have  g iven  the i r  a l l  in  war  and  in 
peace  and  we  a l so  remember  and 
suppor t  and  thank  the  fami l i e s . 
We honor  the  pas t  whi le  guar an-
tee ing  the  future .” 

At  the  ceremony’s  conclus ion , 
the  re ver ber a t ion  of  a21-gun 
sa lute  echoed  throug h the  pav i l -
ion , i t  was  washed  away  gent ly  by 
the  echoing  sound of  taps  per-
for med by  two bug lers  f rom oppo-
s i te  ends  of  the  bui ld ing . 

Sandra and Earl Smith , co-chairs of 
the  Ve te rans  Day Ce lebrat ion ,  jo in 
1,20 0 other patr iot i c  at tendees  ce l-
ebrat ing Veterans Day, 1008

A Gift of Love 
and Pride

This year, give the gif t of love and 
pride that wil l last for generations.  
Share your support of the Lone Sai lor 
statue as you give a gif t “in memory 
of ” or “in honor of ” some one who 
is very special to you.

The Lone Sai lor Statue represents 
our rich naval history and the brave 
men and women who have served 
their country or are currently 
serving.  The seven foot bronze 
statue, now standing tal l on the 
new Bremerton breakwater, reminds 
us of the Honor, Courage and 
Commitment found in our friends 
and family in uniform.

This is the perfect t ime to 
remember them and say “Thank you.”  
Gif t giving is easy and donations are 
tax deductible.  More info at http://
www.lonesai lor-bremerton.org/

Send checks to 
Nav y League-Lone Sailor
Box 626
Bremerton, WA  98337

Submitted by Carolyn Dankers

Information 
update

Please send any change of contact 
information to our wonderful 
database manager, Larry Salter.  We 
need current mailing address, E-mail 
address and phone numbers for a l l of 
our members

Larry’s E-mail address is ltsa lter@
msn.com

Guy Stitt, BROLPN President, opens the ceremonies at 
the Kitsap Pavilion on Veterans Day. November 11.

Sherrill and Darryl Erickson owners of Crazy 
Eric’s Drive Ins receiving the Navy League 
plaque from Sandra Smith, Veterans Day 
Celebration Co-Chair.  This is Crazy Eric’s 
third year of providing FREE food for our 
Veterans Day event.  They do this each year 
to say, "Thank You," to our veterans.  Many 
thanks go to Crazy Eric’s Drive Ins for their 
generous support of our Veterans and Navy 
League.  When you see their eating establish-
ments, stop in and enjoy a great burger or 
other treat to say thanks.
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T h e  D e c e m b e r  Na v y  L e a g u e 
L u n c h e on  S p e a k e r  w i l l  b e  B o b 
Nu g e nt  o f  A M I ,  for m e r  A s s i s t a nt 
Na v a l  A t t a c h é ’  i n  Mo s c ow.   A s  a n 
u n c h a l l e n g e d  e x p e r t  on  S ov i e t 
a f f a i r s ,  h e  w i l l  t a l k  on  t h e  re c e nt 
Ru s s i a n  m i l i t a r y  a d ve nt u r i s m 
i n  t h e  for m e r  S ov i e t  S t a t e  o f 
G e or g i a  a l on g  w i t h  h i s  ou t l o o k 
on  o t h e r  u n s e t t l i n g  m ove s 
c u r re nt l y  b e i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  by 
t h e  S ov i e t s .

B o b  j o i n e d  A M I  i n  Au g u s t 
2 0 07  a f t e r  2 2  y e a r s  a s  a  Na v a l 
O f f i c e r.   B o b  m o s t  r e c e nt l y  s e r ve d 
a s  D i re c t or  o f  C om m a n d  a n d 
C ont r o l  P r o g r a m s  for  t h e  Na v y ’s 
a c q u i s i t i on  s t a f f  i n  t h e  Pe nt a gon .  
B o b  g r a du at e d  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i on 
f r om  t h e  Nav a l  Wa r  C o l l e g e  i n 
2 0 03  a n d  h a s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Na v a l 
Po s t g r a du at e  S c ho o l  a n d  D e fe n s e 
L a n g u a g e  I n s t i t u t e  w h e re  h e 
s t u d i e d  Ru s s i a n .   Mo s t  r e c e nt l y 
B o b  re c e i ve d  h i s  M . B . A  i n  2 0 07 

Bob Nugent, Senior Consultant 
of AMI to Address Council

f r om  M a r y m ou nt  Un i ve r s i t y  i n 
A r l i n g t on  V i r g i n i a .

B o b ’s  c a re e r  a s s i g n m e nt s 
i n c lu d e d  A s s i s t a nt  Na v a l 
A t t a c h e  i n  Mo s c ow,  C u r re nt 
I nt e l l i g e n c e  d e p a r t m e nt  h e a d  i n 
L on d on ,  a n d  a n a l y t i c  a n d  w at c h 
o f f i c e r  a s s i g n m e nt s  i n  H aw a i i , 
S ou t h  Kore a ,  a n d  Ja p a n .   He 
h a s  a l s o  b e e n  S t a f f  I nt e l l i g e n c e 
O f f i c e r  a f l o a t  for  e x p e d i t i on a r y 
a n d  a v i a t i on  u n i t s .   He  h a s 
e x p e r t i s e  i n  n a v a l ,  m a r i t i m e , 
C 4 ,  a n d  a e r o s p a c e  m a r k e t s  a n d 
h i s  s k i l l s  s e t s  i n c lu d e  s t r a t e g i c 
p l a n n i n g ,  n a v a l  s y s t e m s ,  t a c t i c s , 
a n d  p l a t for m  a n a l y s i s ;  m a r k e t 
r i s k  r e s e a rc h ;  bu s i n e s s  pr o c e s s 
i mpr ove m e nt ;  a n d  i nt e r n a t i on a l 
pr o j e c t  m a n a g e m e nt .

He  i s  m a r r i e d  t o  Na n c y 
( S m e d b e r g ) ,  for m e r l y  o f 
Mc L e a n ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a n d  t h e y  h a ve 
s i x  c h i l d re n .  C ont a c t  B o b  a t : 
bnu g e nt @ a m i i nt e r. c om .

Becky Evans came through on 
another Veteran's Day Remembrance.  
Becky del ivered nine hand made 
qui lts to Seatt le Veterans Hospita l. 
She made seven of the qui lts herself. 
Linda, a member of the hospita l 
staf f, has decided to use the qui lts 
for injured Veterans who need a 
specia l dose of care and are having 
a dif f icult t ime.  The many qui lts 
Becky, better known in qui lt circles 
at “The Piper,” del ivered in 2007 
assisted by “Red Dog” and “Wild 
Duck ” went to injured Veterans 
and had a profound ef fect on their 
rehabi l itat ion and helped them feel 
important and that "someone rea l ly 
cares."   Thank you, Piper, Red Dog 
and Wild Duck for a great job wel l 
done.

BROLPN Members 
Support Veterans 
Hospital

BROLPN Counc i l  Me mbe r,  Be cky  Evan s ,  and Lind a ,  Ve te ran s  Hos p i ta l  S ta f f 
Me m b e r,  d i s p l ay  on e  o f  th e  n in e  qu i l t s  d e l i ve re d  t o  th e  Ve t e ra n’s  Hos p i t a l 
in  S e a t t l e .

Bangor Plaza 
Sunday Brunch

At our October luncheon, our 
Council was invited to participate 
in the Sunday Brunch at the Bangor 
Plaza.  The f irst brunch was Sunday, 
November 2, but wil l be on going. 
Mark you calendar! This is a 
great opportunity to mingle with 
the members of our Sea Services 
and share a great meal in a great 
atmosphere with your friends and 
family.

Brunch is from 9 a.m. unti l 1 
p.m. each Sunday. Bring the family. 
Adults $14.75 ; children (5-9) $7.50. 
Children  under 4  FREE. Seniors, 
you receive a 10% discount.

You need to make reservations 
or for more information, please cal l 
(360) 535-5928. On the Internet at : 
www.navylifepnw.com.  Be sure to 
cal l in by Wednesday prior to the 
brunch you want to attend if you 
need base access so you can be put 
on the list at the gate.    If you have 
a Base Access Sticker on your car, 
you only need reservations for the 
Brunch.
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Comings and Goings
I n  a  c h a n g e  o f  c o m m a n d 

c e r e m o n y,  No v.  6  a t  t h e  Na v a l 
Un d e r s e a  Wa r f a r e  Mu s e u m  i n 
Ke y p o r t ,  C a p t .  M u r r a y  G e r o 
J r.  r e l i e v e d  C a p t .  C h r i s t o p h e r 
R a t l i f f  a s  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r 
o f  U S S  O h i o  ( S S G N  7 2 6 )  ( B l u e ) .   
R e a r  A d m .  D. J .  Mc A n e n y,  c o m -
m a n d e r,  S u b m a r i n e  F o r c e ,  U. S . 
Pa c i f i c  F l e e t ,  t h e  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r 
a t  t h e  c e r e m o n y,  c o m m e n t e d  o n 
R a t l i f f ’s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  l e a d -
e r s h i p  a b i l i t i e s .   T h e  c h a n g e  o f 
c o m m a n d  c e r e m o n y  m a r k e d  t h e 
e n d  o f  h i s  2 5 - m o n t h  l o n g  t e r m 
a s  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i c e r  o f  O h i o . 

Mo r e  t h a n  2 0 0  f a m i l y  m e m -
b e r s ,  f r i e n d s ,  g u e s t s  a n d  s t a f f  o f 
Na v a l  S u b m a r i n e  S u p p o r t  C e n t e r 
( N S S C )  g a t h e r e d  a t  Na v a l  B a s e 
K i t s a p  ( N B K )  B a n g o r ’s  D e t e r r e n t 
Pa r k  f o r  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  c h a n g e  o f 
c o m m a n d  c e r e m o n y,  O c t .  2 4  t h e .  
C m d r.  Ve r n o n  P.  Ke m p e r  t u r n e d 
o v e r  r e i g n s  t o  C m d r.  J a m e s  L . 
C h r i s t i e  d u r i n g  t h e  c e r e m o n y.  
D u r i n g  t h e  c e r e m o n y,  Ke m p e r 
w a s  a w a r d e d  w i t h  t h e  Me r i t o r i -
o u s  S e r v i c e  Me d a l .

I n  a  c h a n g e  o f  c o m m a n d  c e r -
e m o n y  o n  t h e  Ev e r e t t  h o m e 
p o r t e d  U S S  Mo m s e n  ( D D G  9 2 ) , 
C m d r.  R o b e r t  B o d v a k e  b e c a m e 
t h e  f o u r t h  c o m m a n d i n g  o f f i -
c e r  o f  t h e  d e s t r o y e r,  r e l i e v i n g 
C m d r.  M i c h a e l  S p a r k s ,  O c t .  3 1 .  
T h e  c e r e m o n y  c a m e  j u s t  a f t e r 
M o m s e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d 
i t s  s e c o n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  d e p l o y -
m e n t ,  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  A b r a h a m 
L i n c o l n  S t r i k e  G r o u p .   T h e 
M o m s e n  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  G l o b a l 
Wa r  o n  Te r r o r i s m  S e r v i c e  Me d a l 
a n d  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  Me d a l .   H i s 
n e x t  a s s i g n m e n t  w i l l  b e  w i t h  t h e 
J o i n t  S t a f f  i n  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C . 

F l e e t  R e a d i n e s s  C e n t e r 
N o r t h w e s t  ( F R C  N W ) ,  a t  Na v a l 
A i r  S t a t i o n  Wh i d b e y  I s l a n d  w a s 
r e c e n t l y  n a m e d  o n e  o f  t w o  w i n -
n e r s  o f  t h e  2 0 0 8  S e c r e t a r y  o f 
D e f e n s e  M a i n t e n a n c e  Aw a r d  f o r 
m e d i u m  c a t e g o r y  c o m m a n d s .   A 
t o t a l  o f  s i x  a w a r d s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d 
a n n u a l l y  i n  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  c a t -
e g o r i e s  f o r  l a r g e ,  m e d i u m ,  a n d 
s m a l l  c o m m a n d s  a c r o s s  a l l  m i l i -
t a r y  m a i n t e n a n c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
F R C  N W  w a s  a w a r d e d  i n  t h e 
m e d i u m  c a t e g o r y.  

P u g e t  S o u n d  N a v a l  S h i p y a r d 
a n d  I n t e r m e d i a t e  M a i n t e n a n c e 
F a c i l i t y  ( P S N S  &  I M F )  w a s  p r e -

P l e a s e  b e  aw a re  a n d  h e l p  u s 

co m p l y  w i t h  t h e  b a s e  s e c u r i t y 

r u l e s  f o r  g a i n i n g  a cce s s  to 

Nav a l  B a s e  Ki t s a p,  B a n g o r, 

f o r  t h e  m o n t h l y  lu n ch e o n s .  

Un f o r t u n a te l y,  t h e re  w i l l  b e 

n o  “p e r m a n e n t” l i s t  av a i l a b l e .  

Yo u  mu s t  R S V P  f o r  e ve r y 

m o n t h l y  lu n ch e o n  to  e n s u re 

yo u  a re  o n  t h e  l i s t .   We  mu s t 

a l s o  co n f i r m  t h a t  e ve r yo n e  o n 

o u r  l i s t  i s  a  U. S .  c i t i ze n .   We 

a re  re q u i re d  to  s u b m i t  o u r 

l i s t  to  t h e  b a s e  5  wo r k i n g  d ay s 

p r i o r  to  e a ch  e ve n t .    To  R S V P, 

a n d  b e  i n c lu d e d  o n  t h e  l i s t , 

c a l l  Ka ro l y n  a t  Co n c u r re n t 

Te ch n o l o g i e s  Co r p o r a t i o n ,  a t 

3 6 0 - 7 8 2 - 5 5 0 0 ,  n o t  l a te r  t h a n 

n o o n  o n  D e ce m b e r  2 .   T h e 

Nav y  Le a g u e  lu n ch e o n  a cce s s 

l i s t  w i l l  b e  av a i l a b l e  a t  t h e 

m a i n  g a te  o n  t h e  d ay  o f  t h e 

lu n ch e o n .  T h a n k  yo u  f o r  yo u r 

co op e r a t i o n .

IMPORTANT 
LUNCHEON 

ANNOUNCEMENT

s e n t e d  t h e  Na v y ’s  Me r i t o r i o u s 
Un i t  C o m m e n d a t i o n  ( M U C ) , 
No v.  7 ,  b y  Vi c e  A d m .  Ke v i n 
Mc C o y,  c o m m a n d e r,  Na v a l  S e a 
S y s t e m s  C o m m a n d  ( NAV S E A ) , 
o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e 
Na v y  f o r  s u p e r i o r  p e r f o r m a n c e 
p r o v i d i n g  s h i p b o a r d  d a m a g e 
r e c o v e r y  t o  U S S  G e o r g e  Wa s h -
i n g t o n  ( C V N  7 3 ) .   G e o r g e  Wa s h -
i n g t o n  w a s  d a m a g e d  f r o m  a  M a y 
2 2  f i r e  i n  a n  u n m a n n e d  Au x i l -
i a r y  B o i l e r  E x h a u s t  a n d  S u p p l y 
s p a c e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  e x t e n s i v e 
d a m a g e  t o  t h e  U. S .  Na v y ’s  f i r s t 
f o r w a r d - d e p l o y e d  n u c l e a r  p o w -
e r e d  c a r r i e r. 

T h e  S c o r p i o n s  o f  E l e c t r o n i c 
A t t a c k  S q u a d r o n  ( VA Q )  1 3 2 
c o n d u c t e d  a  f i n a l  f l i g h t  c e r -
e m o n y  f o r  t h e  E A - 6 B  P r o w l e r 
a t  N a v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n  W h i d -
b e y  I s l a n d ,  N o v.  7 ,  t o  g i v e  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  a  r e s p e c t f u l  f a r e w e l l 
a n d  b e g i n  t h e i r  t r a n s i t i o n  t h e 
E A - 1 8 G  G r o w l e r.  M e m b e r s  o f 
t h e  VA Q  c o m m u n i t y  g a t h e r e d 
i n  H a n g a r  8  t o  s a y  g o o d - b y e  t o 
t h e  v e n e r a b l e  a i r c r a f t ,  w h i c h 
h a s  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  e l e c t r o n i c 
a t t a c k  c a p a b i l i t y  o f  VA Q - 1 3 2 
f o r  a l m o s t  3 8  y e a r s .

Mark your 
Calendar
What :  Instal lation Dinner
Date :  Friday, January 16, 2009
Where :  Kitsap Conference Center at 
Bremerton Harborside
Time :  6pm Social Hour:
6 :45 Program and Dinner
Cost :  $50 per person or $325 per 
table of eight
Who is invited :  Al l Council 
Members, military, other 
organizations, civic and business 
community
Dress : Military-Service Dress Blue 
or Other-Business Attire

BROLPN 
Maintains 
Membership Lead

We are maintaining our numbers 
to remain the largest council in the 
NW—Congratulations !  I would like 
to welcome our newest Community 
Aff i l iates--TriWest Healthcare 
Alliance and EHT  Enterprises-
-thank you for your support for 
our sea services.  This has been 
an awesome year for new member 
recruitment, but to reach our goal of 
700 we need to keep the press on.  If 
anyone needs membership materials 
or ideas please contact Larry Salter.  
Remember, the best recruiter is you 
explaining to another why you are 
a member of Navy League and why 
it is important to support our sea 
services.  Good recruiting.

Submitted by Larry Salter
Membership Chairman
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88 Graduate from Inaugural 
Mariner Company’s Bootcamp

On Oc tober  19,  20 08 at  Recr u it 

Tra i n i ng C om ma nd i n Great  L a kes , 

IL  88 Sa i lors  f rom N R D Seat t le's 

" Inaug u ra l  Ma r i ner  C ompa ny" 

g radu ated f rom Bootc a mp.   T hese 

88 Sa i lors  were  now for ma l ly 

k now n a s  t he  i naug u ra l  "Ma r i ner 

C ompa ny."   T he C ompa ny spent 

t he  nex t  seven week s  t ra i n i ng 

f rom c iv i l i a n to  Sa i lor  u nder 

t he  watch f u l  e ye  of  t he i r  Recr u it 

Div i s ion C om ma nders .   Tra i n i ng 

i nc luded :  for ma l  c la s sroom 

i ns t r uc t ion,  a i r pla ne ,  he l icopter 

a nd sh ip ident i f ic at ion,  Ba s ic 

Da mage C ont rol ,  Sea ma nsh ip, 

Nava l  Hi s tor y,  a nd of  cou rse  Nav y 

C ore  Va lues  -  Honor C ou rage  a nd 

C om m it ment .

Nav y Recr u it i ng Di s t r ic t 

Seat t le's  C om ma nd Ma ster  Ch ie f, 

Dorot hy Ma i heu,  v i s i ted Recr u it 

Tra i n i ng C om ma nd ser v i ng a s 

Nav y Recr u it i ng Di s t r ic t  Seat t le's 

Represent at ive  a nd l i s tened f i r s t 

ha nd to  t he  Recr u it s  t ra i n i ng 

ex per ience  a nd d i scovered what 

i t  wa s  l i ke  to  be  pa r t  of  t he 

"Fi r s t  Ma r i ner  C ompa ny."   A f ter 

l i s ten i ng to  some good "sea 

s tor ie s"  f rom ou r  Sa i lors  "Boot 

C a mp" ex per ience ,  Ma ster  Ch ie f 

Ma h ieu presented some Ma r i ner 

memorabi l i a  to  t he  C ompa ny 's 

Honor Grad s .   E ach Sa i lor 

rece ived a  cong rat u lator y  le t ter 

f rom G over nor  Gregoi re  t ha n k i ng 

t hem for  t he i r  ser v ice .

Nav y Recr u it i ng Di s t r ic t 

Seat t le  i s  t he  l a rges t  rec r u it i ng 

d i s t r ic t  i n  t he  Un ited St ate s .   T he 

d i s t r ic t  covers  A la sk a ,  Mont a na , 

Nor t her n Id a ho a nd Wa sh i ng ton.  

T here  a re  121 en l i s ted recr u iters 

a s s ig ned to  45 recr u it i ng s t at ions .  

T here  a re  6  of f icer  rec r u iters 

a s s ig ned to  t h ree  of f icer  rec r u it i ng 

s t at ions .   T here  a re  fou r  Nav y 

Recr u it  Proces s i ng St at ions 

(N R PS) loc ated i n  t he  d i s t r ic t .  

T he headqu a r ters  for  N R D Seat t le 

i s  loc ated i n  dow ntow n Seat t le .  

Recr u iters  en l i s t  a n average  of 

1, 20 0 new Sa i lors  ever y  yea r.

Submit ted  b y 

Commande r  Chr i s  Phi l l ips

Recruit Training Command ’s “Inaugural Mariner Company”

At  our  No ve mbe r  Lun ch e on h e l d  on 
Subba se  Bangor,  A l i c e  T hom a s  con-
g ra t u l a t e s  L a n c e  C o r po ra l  W i l l i a m 
T.  H a y e s  w h o   w a s  h o n o r e d  f o r 
b e i n g  n a m e d  M C S F B N  M a r i n e  o f 
t h e  Ye a r  f o r  2 0 0 8 .    T h i s  M a r i n e 
C o r p s  S e c u r i t y  F o r c e  B a t t a l i o n , 
B a n g o r  a w a r d e e  w a s  p r e s e n t e d 
w i th  a  p l a qu e  pro v i d e d  b y  Pat r io t ’s 
L anding ,  a  g i f t  c e r t i f i c a te  to  a  l oc a l 
r e s t a u ra n t ,  a  s t a t u e t t e  o f  t h e  Iw o 
J im a Me mor i a l ,  ph oto  s i t t ings  p ro -
v i d e d  b y  Hu d s on  Ph ot og ra ph  a n d  a 
Fe r ra r i  h a t  & r i d e  p ro v i d e d  b y  t h e 
Fer rar i  c lub and Byron Faber.   T hese 
award s  we re  pre se nted b y  Guy St i t t , 
Pre s ident and Al i ce  T homa s ,  Awards 
C h a i r.    L a n c e  C o r po ra l  Haye s  wa s 
a c companie d  b y  Li e ute nant  Col one l 
Hit t inge r  and Sargeant  Major  Cook .  
C ong ra t u l a t i o n s  Cp l  Haye s !

O n  J u n e  1 0  C o m m a n d e r  C h r i s 
Ph i l l i p s  a d d re s s e d  o u r  C o u n c i l  a t 
our  month ly  lunche on and gave  u s 
a  l i ve ly  and in for m at ive  pre s e nta-
t ion .  CDR Phil l ips repor ted to Naval 
Rec r ui t ing  D i s t r i c t  Seat t l e  in  Ju ly, 
20 06 ,  whe re  he  now se r ve s  a s  N R D 
Seat t l e ’s  Commanding Of f i ce r.
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Nametags

December 
Luncheon Speaker 
Bob Nugent
Former Naval 
Attache’ in Moscow

The Navy League 106th Annual 
National Convention in America’s 
Heartland, Kansas City Oct. 29-31

Want to let people know your 

name and be recognized as a member 

of Navy League?

Order your magnetic nametag now.  

You can E-mail Carolyn Dankers at 

c.dankers@wavecable.com  or place 

your order at the reg ist rat ion desk 

at the nex t luncheon.  Nametags 

are $ 8.00.

T h e  B r e m e r t o n - O l y m p i c 

P e n i n s u l a  N a v y  L e a g u e 

m o n t h l y  l u n c h e o n  w i l l  b e  h e l d 

o n  Tu e s d a y,  D e c e m b e r  9 t h ,  a t 

11 : 3 0  a . m .  i n  t h e  B a n g o r  P l a z a , 

N a v a l  B a s e  K i t s a p  -   B a n g o r . 

R e t i r e d  C o m m a n d e r  B o b 

N u g e n t ,  f o r m e r  A s s t .  N a v a l 

A t t a c h é  i n  M o s c o w,  c u r r e n t l y 

e m p l o y e d  b y  A M I  I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 

i s  a n  e x p e r t  o n  S o v i e t  a f f a i r s

T h e  p u b l i c  i s  i n v i t e d 

t o  a t t e n d ,  b u t  m u s t  m a k e 

r e s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  e n t e r  o n l y 

t h r o u g h  t h e  M a i n  G a t e  o f f 

L u o t o  R o a d .   E v e n  i f  y o u  a r e 

o n  a  p e r m a n e n t  l i s t ,  C a l l 

C o n c u r r e n t  Te c h n o l o g i e s 

C o r p o r a t i o n  ( C T C )  ( 3 6 0 -7 8 2 -

5 5 0 0 )  n o  l a t e r  t h a n  We d n e s d a y, 

D e c e m b e r  3 r d  t o  m a k e  a 

r e s e r v a t i o n .   N e w  i n f o r m a t i o n 

i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h  t h e 

g a t e .   T h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  l u n c h e o n 

i s  $ 1 5 / p e r s o n .

T he  Nav y  L e a g u e  he ld  i t s  10 6 t h 
a n nu a l  n a t ion a l  c onve nt ion  i n 
K a n s a s  C i t y  a t  t he  We s t i n  C row n 
C e nt e r  b e g i n n i ng  on  O c t .  29.  
T he  K a n s a s  C i t y  Nav y  L e a g u e 
C ou nc i l  ho s t e d  t he 3 - d ay  e ve nt 
br i ng i ng  ap prox i m at e l y  3 0 0 
me m b e r s  a nd  g u e s t s  f rom  a rou nd 
t he  wor ld . 

S i x  BROL PN  c ou nc i l  me m b e r s 
a t t e nd e d .   L a r r y  S a l t e r  w a s  e l e c t e d 
a s  a  Nat ion a l  D i re c tor ;  C a ro l 
Me t e ne y  a s  Nor t hwe s t  C o a s t a l 
A re a  P re s id e nt  a nd  Nat ion a l 
D i re c tor ;  Ron  Te s t a  a s  E me r i t u s 
Nat ion a l  D i re c tor.   Work s hop s 
for  t he  v a r iou s  c om m it t e e s  we re 
a t t e nd e d  by  m e m b e r s  i nc lud i ng 
Yout h ,  L e g i s l a t i ve  A f f a i r s ,  I T, 
P u b l i c  A f f a i r s ,  S e a  S e r v ic e  Pa ne l , 
S e a  S e r v ic e  Aw a rd s  Lu nc he on .  
T he  c om m it t e e s  g i ve  ne w  a nd 
p ot e nt i a l  o f f i c e r s  a n  op p or t u n i t y 
to  l e a r n  how  ou r  Nav y  L e a g u e 
work s  a t  t he  Nat ion a l  l e ve l . 

O u r  Honor  C e re mony 
w a s  a t t e nd e d  by  D ave  a nd 
A l i c e  T hom a s .  D ave  a c c e p t e d 
BROL PN ’s  aw a rd  for  O ut s t a nd i ng 
C ou nc i l  a nd  t he  f i r s t  M a c k e y 
Aw a rd  for  O ut s t a nd i ng  We b  S i t e .  
O u r  ow n  D ave  S h a fe r  a nd  Ron 
Te s t a  h ave  w r i t t e n  a n  o f f i c i a l 
s ong  for  t he  Nav y  L e a g u e .   ( S e e 
t he  f ront  p a ge  a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s 
ne w s le t t e r. )   Eve r yone  w ho  he a rd 
i t  w a s  e xc i t e d .  We  a l l  h a d  f u n 
w he n  i t  w a s  pre s e nt e d  to  t he 
B o a rd  Me m b e r s  for  a  vot e  a nd 
w a s  a c c e p t e d  u n a n i mou s l y.

O ne  o f  t he  h i g h l i g ht s  o f  t he 
c onve nt ion  w a s  t he  S e a  S e r v ic e s 
Aw a rd s  Lu nc he on  on  Fr id ay 
w he re  18  Nav y,  M a r i ne  C or p s , 
C o a s t  Gu a rd  a nd  Me rc h a nt 
M a r i ne  m i l i t a r y  a nd  c i v i l i a n 
p e r s on ne l  re c e i ve d  h i g h l y  c ove t e d 
aw a rd s  for  out s t a nd i ng  s e r v ic e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h i l e  s e r v i ng  i n 
O p e r a t ion  I r a q i  Fre e d om  a nd 
O p e r a t ion  E ndu r i ng  Fre e d om  i n 
A f g h a n i s t a n  i n  s up p or t  o f  t he 
G lob a l  Wa r  on  Te r ror.   T he  g u e s t 
s p e a k e r  for  t he  aw a rd s  lu nc he on 
w a s  M aj .  G e n .  D ou g l a s  M .  S tone 

f rom  t he  o f f i c e  o f  t he  c h ie f  o f 
M a r i ne  C or p s  R e s e r ve  A f f a i r s

C lo s i ng  out  t he  c onve nt ion 
w a s  t he  Nav y ’s  d e put y  c h ie f  o f 
op e r a t ion s  for  c om mu n ic a t ion 
ne t work ,  V ic e  Ad m .  H a r r y  B . 
H a r r i s ,  Jr. ,  t he  d i n ne r  g u e s t 
s p e a k e r.  

O n  t he  s o c i a l  f ront ,  t he  K a n s a s 
C i t y  C ou nc i l  w a s  a  g r a c iou s 
ho s t .  T he  b e aut i f u l  hot e l  a nd 
g re a t  tou r s  o f  t he  a re a  a l lowe d 
go o d  re g ion  p a r t i c ip a t ion .  A l i c e 
T hom a s  e s p e c i a l l y  e nj oye d  t he 
op p or t u n i t y  to  tou r  t he  H a l l m a rk 
V i s i tor s  C e nt e r  a nd  t he  A r a bi a 
S t e a m b o at  Mu s e u m .   H a l l m a rk 
C a rd s  or i g i n at e d  i n  K a n s a s  C i t y.  
I t  w a s  f u n  to  s e e  d i s p l ay s  o f  s ome 
of  t he  o ld e r  c a rd s .   I t  w a s  a l s o 
f u n  to  ge t  s om e  i n s i g ht ,  t h rou g h 
a  mov ie ,  i nto  t he  pro c e s s  t h a t 
t he  a r t i s t s  a nd  c omp o s e r s  u s e 
to  c re a t e  t ho s e  c a rd s .   T he 
S t e a m b o at ,  A r a bi a ,  s u n k  i n  t he 
M i s s ou r i  R i ve r  i n  185 6 .   T he 
mu s e u m  h i g h l i g ht s  a  b i t  o f  t he 
h i s tor y  t h a t  l e d  to  t h a t  s i n k i ng 
a s  we l l  a s  s how i ng  me rc h a nd i s e 
f rom  a  by gone  e r a .   Fa s c i n at i ng ! 

T he  ne x t  op p or t u n i t y  for 
p a r t i c ip a t ion  i s  t he  2 0 0 9 
Nor t hwe s t  R e g ion  C on fe re nc e  t o 
b e  he ld  i n  Ta c om a .   I n for m at ion 
a nd  a  d a t e  w i l l  b e  i n  a  f u t u re 
ne w s le t t e r. 

Su b m i t t e d  b y  C a ro l   Me t e n e y 
&  A l i c e  T h o m a s

D a ve  T h o m a s ,  P re s i d e n t  E l e c t  o f 
B r e m e r t o n - O l y m p i c  P e n i n s u l a 
C o u n c i l  o f  N a v y  L e a g u e  a c c e p t s 
the award for  Outs tanding Counc i l 
and the Mackie Award for Best  Web 
Si t e  f rom Nat iona l  Pre s ide nt  Mike 
McGrath



Planning Ahead

  is the official 
newsletter of the Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council of the Navy League of 
the United States.  It is published monthly 
and provided to all members.

Editor  Norma Parker
Graphic Design Kirk Piering
Published by       Communications Group
  Raytheon
 Integrated Defense Systems

We welcome your comments and story 
ideas.  Items for publication, changes of 
address, and inquires should be sent to:

 Editor
 Now Hear This
 PO Box 626
 Bremerton, WA 98337-0131

or email: nparker@reidrealestate.com

December 3, 1775 – LT John Paul 
Jones raises the Grand Union f lag 
on Alfred .  First American f lag 
raised over American naval vessel.

This Date in History

Postage for your newsletter has been provided by

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States

Post Office Box 626
Bremerton, WA 98337-0131

Wed  Jan 7  Board of Director’s meeting - 5:30 pm
   Reid Real Estate, Silverdale

Tuesday Jan 13  Monthly Luncheon Meeting, 
   Bangor Plaza - 11:30 am

Sunday Dec 7     Navy Band Northwest's Brass Quintet, "Five  
   Star Brass"  1:00 p.m. 
   Pearl Harbor Remembrance Ceremony
   Naval Undersea Museum, Keyport, WA

Tuesday Dec 9  Monthly Luncheon Meeting, 
   Bangor Plaza - 11:30 am
   Program –  Bob Nugent of AMI, former 
   Asst Naval Attaché’ in Moscow

Friday Jan 16  Installation Dinner – 6:00 p.m.
   Bremerton Harborside Conference Center

Thurs Dec 11  Navy Band Northwest's Wind Ensemble Holiday  
   Concert – 7:00 pm
   Bremerton High School Performing Arts Center 

Thursday Dec 25  MERRY CHRISTMAS

8      NOW HEAR THIS online:  http://brem-olympic.nlus.us

mailto:nparker@reidrealestate.com

